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About the PRDBA

The Professional Regulatory and Disciplinary Bar

Association (PRDBA) is a specialist association for Irish

barristers who practise before professional regulatory

tribunals (such as the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal

and the Fitness to Practise Committee of the Medical

Council), and who are interested in professional

regulatory and disciplinary law. The Association was

launched on November 5, 2014, and now has over 100

members drawn from the Law Library of Ireland. The

PRDBA provides specialist education to its members

through legal updates and morning seminars. The

conference is open to PRDBA members, members of

the Law Library and all other interested persons.
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Annual Conference:
Update in professional
regulatory law

Welcome

The Professional Regulatory and Disciplinary Bar

Association of Ireland is delighted to invite you to

attend its annual conference at 1.00pm on Friday, June

8, 2018, at the Dublin Dispute Resolution Centre,

Distillery Building, 145-151 Church Street, Dublin 7,

D07 WDX8. The conference will be opened by the

Attorney General, Mr Seamus Woulfe SC.

Conference aim

The conference aims to provide legal practitioners and regulators with an

update on recent developments in professional regulatory law and to explore

emerging legal trends and themes.

Who should attend

The conference will be of interest to regulators, policymakers, legal

practitioners and members of regulatory and disciplinary tribunals and

appeals bodies.

Conference details

The conference will take place on Friday, June 8, 2018. A light lunch will be

served from 1.00pm while registration is taking place.

The plenary session will run from 2.00pm to 5.00pm, when the conference

will conclude with a drinks reception.

There will be opportunities for networking throughout the day, including at

lunch, which all delegates are invited to attend. There will also be space for

questions and comments from the floor.

3.30PM     TEA/COFFEE

4.00PM     The future: a new model for professional 

                  and regulatory proceedings

                  Patrick Leonard SC

Patrick Leonard SC was called to the Bar in 1997 and took silk in

2013. He practises in civil and commercial law, and has a specialist

interest in professional regulatory law. He is an elected member of

the Bar Council, was a founding member of the Professional

Regulatory and Disciplinary Bar Association and is currently its Vice

Chairman. He has acted in many regulatory matters both in the

courts and before professional regulatory bodies.

4.30PM     A general update across professional, 

                  regulatory and disciplinary law

                  Remy Farrell SC 

Remy Farrell SC was called to the Bar in 1997 and the Inner Bar

in 2011. He has practised in the area of criminal and extradition

law with an emphasis on white collar crime and regulatory law.

During that time he has advised on and acted in relation to

enforcement actions and prosecutions on behalf of the Director

of Public Prosecutions, Director of Military Prosecutions, The

Health and Safety Authority, The Director of Corporate

Enforcement, The Central Bank, The Revenue Commissioners, The

Health Service Executive, The Health Information and Quality

Authority, The Competition Authority, and the Data Protection

Commissioner. He is co-author of The European Arrest Warrant

In Ireland (2012). Remy will deliver papers prepared by Emile

Burke-Murphy BL, Jane Murphy BL and Colm Scott-Byrne BL. 

5.00PM     Q & A

5.15PM     DRINKS RECEPTION
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Anyone wishing to attend the conference should book online at
https://ti.to/bar-of-ireland/prdba-annual-conf or complete the
registration form on reverse and return to events@lawlibrary.ie or Rose
Fisher, The Bar of Ireland, Distillery Building, 145-151 Church Street,
Dublin 7, D07 WDX8
If you have any questions please contact Rose Fisher, Events and
Administration Manager, at events@lawlibrary.ie or 01-817 5166. 
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1.00PM     REGISTRATION AND LUNCH 

2.00PM     Opening remarks

                  Seamus Woulfe SC, Attorney General

Seamus Woulfe SC is the holder of a BA (Mod) (Legal Science)

from Trinity College Dublin and an LLM from Dalhousie

University in Canada. Seamus began practising at the Irish Bar

in October 1987 and was called to the Inner Bar in March 2005.

He has acted as Legal Assessor to the Fitness to Practise

Committees of the Irish Medical Council and the Nursing and

Midwifery Board of Ireland. He has served as Attorney General

since June 2017.

2.15PM       The interaction between freedom of information, 

                    data protection, and regulatory proceedings

                  Eileen Barrington SC

Eileen Barrington SC is a graduate of Trinity College Dublin, the

King’s Inns and the College of Europe, Bruges. She commenced

practice in 1994, was called to the Inner Bar in 2011, and

practises mainly in the areas of administrative, commercial,

European, and regulatory law.  Eileen has extensive experience

in professional discipline and appears regularly on behalf of

regulators and practitioners before the Medical Council, the

Nursing Board, the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, and other

regulatory bodies.

2.45PM     The settlement process in financial regulation

                  Karyn Harty, Partner, McCann FitzGerald

Karyn Harty is a partner in the Dispute Resolution Group of

McCann FitzGerald. Her principal area of practice is complex

commercial disputes. She advises on regulatory and criminal

investigations and inquiries, primarily for corporate clients, and

regularly works with boards and executive teams in this context.

Karyn is well known as an e-discovery specialist and secured

the first High Court approval for the use of technology-assisted

review in inter-party discovery. She is a member of the Sedona

Conference WG6 and regularly advises on data-related litigation

and investigations.

3.15PM TO 3.30PM              Q & A


